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This information will be used by NCEI to conduct an appraisal and make a decision on the request.

 

1. Who is the primary point of contact for this request?

Eric Freeman

NCDC/GCAD/IAB

Marine Observation Analyst

828-271-4463

eric.freeman@noaa.gov

 

2. Name the organization or group responsible for creating the dataset.

UK Met Office - Real Time Monitoring Centre (RTMC) - Data Producer; National Oceanography Centre -

Southampton, Data Transfer

 

3. Provide an overview summarizing the scope of data you want to archive. Describe the outputs, data variables,

including their measurement resolution and coverage.

NCDC has served as the Voluntary Observing Ship Climate Fleet (VOSClim) Data Assembly Center (DAC) since

2001. During that time, NCDC received VOSClim-only BUFR data with model fields from the UK RTMC. In 2011,

the RTMC expanded the files and began sending all VOS ships and buoy observations with appended model fields for

archive and processing at NCDC. The files held at NOC-S are the full VOS and Buoy BUFR files that were not

received during 2001-June 2011, when NCDC was only receiving the subset of VOSClim ships from that collection.

These data mostly resemble data in DSI 6127 and will be in both BUFR0 and BUFR3 formats (a format change that

took place in June 2010). This will also backfill data in DSI 6127 back to 2001. Since the RTMC does not archived

these files, it is very important to have these transferred to a national archive for permanent storage and ICOADS

support.

 

4. What is the time period covered by the dataset? (YYYY-MM-DD, YYYY-MM or YYYY)

From 2000-01-01 to 2011-06-20

 

5. Edition or version number(s) of the dataset:

BUFR Edition 0 and 3

 

6. Describe the level to which the data are processed. For example, are these unprocessed raw observations, derived

parameters, quality controlled or inter-calibrated data, etc.?

The data are raw BUFR messages encoded by the UK Met Office Real Time Monitoring Centre (RTMC) from original

FM13 and FM-18 GTS messages with appended model field comparisons.

 

7. Approximate date when the dataset was or will be released to the public:

2001-01
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8. Who are the expected users of the archived data? How will the archived data be used?

SST/Ocean analysis; global temperatures; ICOADS

 

9. Has the dataset undergone user evaluation and/or an independent review process? Did NCEI participate in design

reviews?

No

 

10. Describe the dataset's relationship to other archived datasets, such as earlier versions or related source data. If this

is a new version, how does it improve upon the previous version(s)?

NCDC has served as the Voluntary Observing Ship Climate Fleet (VOSClim) Data Assembly Center (DAC) since

2001. During that time, NCDC received VOSClim-only BUFR data with model fields from the UK RTMC. In 2011,

the RTMC began sending all VOS ships and buoy observations with appended model fields for archive and processing

at NCDC. The files being held at NOC-S are the full VOS and Buoy BUFR files that were not received during 2001-

June 2011, when NCDC was only receiving the subset of VOSClim ships from that collection (DSI 6124).

These data mostly resemble data in DSI 6127 and will be in both BUFR0 and BUFR3 formats (a format change that

took place in June 2010). This will also backfill data in DSI 6127 back to 2001, just through a middleman provider.

 

11. List the input datasets and ancillary information used to produce the data.

These data will enhance ICOADS.

 

12. List web pages and other links that provide information on the data.

These data are not CF compliant and lack metadata other than SST measurement method and ship call sign that can be

referenced in the WMO Publication No. 47 with active VOS ship metadata. The buoys do not have such a reference.

 

13. List the kinds of documents, metadata and code that are available for archiving. For example, data format

specifications, user guides, algorithm documentation, metadata compliant with a standard such as ISO 19115, source

code, platform/instrument metadata, data/process flow diagrams, etc.

Documentation for this set is lacking. The software used to encode and decode the bufr messages is a UK Met

Office proprietary item and can not be shared with the public.

Documentation on the BUFR format could be referenced as it is valid for these data:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WMOCodes/WMO306_vI2/VolumeI.2.html

 

14. Indicate the data file format(s).

BUFR

 

15. Are the data files compressed?

gzip

 

16. Provide details on how the files are named and how they are organized (e.g., file_name_pattern_YYYYMM.tar in

monthly aggregations).

Buoy Daily file:

BuoyDy090327 (Buoy;Dy=Daily File;09=year;03=month;27=day)

 

Ship Daily file:

ShipDy070603 (Ship;Dy=Daily File;07=year;06=month;03=day)

 

Ship Daily file:
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VosDy050501 (Vos=Voluntary Observing Ships;Dy=Daily File;05=year;05=month;01=day)

 

Buoy Monthly file:

BuoyMn200406 (Buoy;Mn=Monthly File;2004=year;06=month)

 

Ship Monthly file:

ShipMn200412 (Ship;Mn=Monthly File;2004=year;12=month)

 

17. Explain how to access sample data files and/or a file listing for previewing. If it is not available now, when will it

be available?

I have sample files on the humboldt server.

 

18. What is the total data volume to be submitted?

 

19. Are later updates, revisions or replacement files anticipated? If so, explain the conditions for submitting these

additional data to the archive.

No additional updates, revisions or replacement data are anticipated.

 

20. Describe the server that will connect to the ingest server at NCEI for submitting the data.

 

21. What are the possible methods for submitting the data to NCEI? Select all that apply.

FTP PULL

FTP PUSH

 

22. Identify how you would like NCEI to distribute the data. Web access support depends on the resources available

for the dataset.

Unknown

 

23. Will there be any distribution, usage, or other restrictions that apply to the data in the archive?

No known constraints apply to the data.

 

24. Discuss the rationale for archiving the dataset and the anticipated benefits. Mention any risks associated with not

archiving the dataset at NCEI.

This will provide additional data for ICOADS, as well as model fields that will be used to enhance quality control.

These data are not archived anywhere else and we need to make sure that they are permanently stored at an accredited

archive and data center, i.e. NCDC.

 

25. Are the data archived at another facility or are there plans to do so? Please explain.

No

 

Historic Data: all historic data or data submitted as a completed collection.

Total Data Volume: 1.5GB

Number of Data Files: 120

Physical Location: Southampton, UK

System Name: N/A

System Owner: National Oceanography Centre - Southampton (NOCS)

Additional Information: This will need to be determined at a later date.
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26. Is there an existing agreement or requirement driving this request to archive? Have you already contacted someone

at NCEI?

ICOADS expansion.

 

27. Do you have a data management plan for your data?

No

 

28. Have funds been allocated to archive the data at NCEI?

Funding is provided by NOAA/CPO for the NCDC Ocean Data Management group including ICOADS and VOSClim

source data processing.

 

29. Identify the affiliated research project, its sponsor, and any project/grant ID as applicable.

Voluntary Observing Ship Climate Fleet (VOSClim); ICOADS

 

30. Is there a desired deadline for NCEI to archive and provide access to the data?

 

31. Add any other pertinent information for this request.

File size in question 23 is estimated given the files are gzipped and monthly, however the files were originally sent to

NOCS daily, so we will have to see if a monthly tar of daily files is how NOCS plans to package them or just in a

single monthly file. NOCS will also possibly submit md5 checksums. I have provided them a short script to help with

that since they are unfamiliar with that process.

 

Archive by: 2013-04-30

Accessible by:
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